
Ridgewood Avenue Home & School Association
Meeting Minutes
Friday, March 1 , 2024 - RAS Cafeteria @ 9am
Officers present:
Stephanie Haller- President; Kristina Donnelly – VP
Carol Florczak- Treasurer; MT Reinert - Secretary

Principal’s Report (Dr. Donovan)
Since Last Meeting:
Dr. Donovan spoke at the BOE meeting as Ridgewood Ave. School was highlighted.
1/2 day pre feb break was a Day of Service- total “feel good day”. Will be an annual tradition and
everyone loved it.
Spelling Bees have been fantastic - 3rd/4th grade already took place. Today is the 5th/6th grade bee.

On the Horizon:
Read Across America will take place next week - different activities - each class assigned 2 states and
will be focusing on authors, landscapes, etc from those areas.
March 18th - Collaborative Problem Solving for staff. (Professional Development Day)
Will focus on ways to speak, listen, and understand other peoples’ perspectives.
6GP plans underway.
Transitions for 2nd grade (parent orientation, buddy breakfast) and 6th graders (move up to 7th) have
been planned.
Recent cafeteria table change took place - only a handful of spots changed to avoid the daily stress. If
ever there are issues, simply reach out to Dr. Donovan.
Spring testing is coming up and emails will be sent home with specifics.
Field Day / Rhino Romp coming up in the spring and planning has started.

Updates:
Spanish- District realizes virtual program is not ideal. Last year Montclair State had ZERO Spanish
teaching graduates.
The Board of Ed / Curriculum & finance committees are discussing options/alternatives. Search is
continuing for 2 part-time teachers. District understands full time would be more appealing - but
budget/state aid is the issue.
Facebook comments can be dangerous since not all the information is valid
Please send any qualified candidates Donovan’s way
Teaching a language is a loose requirement for this grade level. Some districts are opening Rosetta Stone
accounts and playing videos during snack time.
Glen Ridge 7th graders get to choose between Spanish, French, and Chinese



Faculty Report (Amanda Goodwin)
Thank you for treats from Anthony’s Cheesecake from HSA for the last 1 ⁄ 2 day as well as the
Valentine's treats/baskets for the Community helpers.

BOE Report (Jocelyn Gottlieb)
BOE is discussing Spanish solutions - curriculum and finance have on their agendas
Last meeting took place 2/13. The Superintendent search is well underway. District received 60
resumes initially. Candidates were narrowed down to 18 and are now down to a very strong pool of 8.
Final round of interviews will be next week - with the full BOE and a panel of administrators.
Focus groups held with parents and teachers - results included in the interview process.
Glen Ridge district is VERY appealing to those in education therefore a great pool of candidates.

Capturing Kids Hearts - SEL program - intensive program involving 2 years of professional development
has been implemented.
3/5 next BOE meeting. Proposed budget presented. Educators from each school will be honored.

Treasurer’s Report (Carol Florczak)
Beginning Cash Balance- $66,025 (as of 12/30/23)

Expenses due to: TREPS, Discovery supplies, Teacher Appreciation Starbucks run, The Write
Stuff Workshop ($2,330)

Revenue mainly due to Discovery Program ($25,419)

Total Bank Accounts Balance as of 1/31/24 - $88,166

President’s Report (Stephanie Haller)
Thank you to the following:
Discovery Kristina Donnelly
Lost & Found Carol F, Laurie Davis & Nicole DeFusco
Valentine’s Day Baskets MArgo Cordivari & Lauren Bogiages

School Supply Sale is being organized for next year (getting teachers’ lists/ negotiating with vendor).
The Write Stuff - 5th grade assembly was great!
2/15 sweet treats brought in for staff 1/2 day - Anthony’s cheesecake. Thanks Kristina for organizing.
3/18 & 3/22 half days - will provide staff with a surprise… TBA.
Trying to figure out legacy brick fundraiser. Wufoo will be sent out soon - with bricks placed over the
summer.



Committee Reports:
Book Fair - Margo Cordivari, Justine Modigliani, Sam Cordon
Book Fair will happen the week of 3/11 - info being sent out via email.

Community Service- Cheryl Southern & Amanda Mazza
A diaper and wipes collection drive will launch 3/11 for 2 weeks in conjunction with Toni’s
Kitchen.
Seussical the Musical - Diane Preston
Over 200 students are involved. Shows scheduled for weekend of 5/10-5/11.

Discovery - Kristina Donnelly
Winter classes have been great and will end this week (except for Tuesday session)!
Next Discovery session will most likely happen in the Fall. If interested in Chairing Discovery,
please reach out to Steph or Kristina.

NJ Devils- Courtney Marchione
73 tickets for the event on March 23rd have been sold. Sale closes ⅜. This is not a fundraiser as
payment goes directly to the Devils Program. We have the Party Zone reserved. Attendees will
receive a t-shirt, bag, and kids will get to go on the ice after the game and shoot/take photos.

Library - Deirdre Carlough & Hilary Trevenen
Thank you to all those who have volunteered so far. Different than in years past, parent
volunteers do NOT need to go through a formal training before signing up for a slot. Anyone is
welcome to sign up!

Parents are welcome to sign up during any period, but volunteer slots are listed by class.
The teacher that is listed is the class that will be in the library during that time. Mr. Aumack
will guide all volunteers with what could be done during the period. Right now the sign-up link
has dates through the end of the year, but we will be adding additional dates for 2024 soon.

LINK: https://signup.com/go/xZVXboT

Please reach out to Hilary or Deirdre with any questions.

TREPS - Hilary Trevenen & Kearstin Harrington
Program for 4th - 6th grade entrepreneurs. Registration link was emailed out 2/8 at 2pm and
was filled in a record 3 minutes! We have 77 first timers and 24 alum participants. Classes for
participants started 2/21 and are held Wednesday afternoons. Parent mentors coming in the
next few weeks. Tee shirts ordered. Event will be 4/3/24.

6GP - Rachel Klein & Amy Slovitt

Fundraising is going well - raised $7500 and hoping to get close to last year’s $13,000.
Planning is well underway including both a parents’ night out (5/7 at Tierney’s) and a kids’
night for 6th grade students. DJ Rob and the venue have been secured for the party. A theme
of ‘Glow in the Dark’ was voted on by the 6th graders.

https://signup.com/go/xZVXboT


Future fundraiser - Krispy Kreme sale and perhaps another bundt cake sale for Mother’s Day.

Lost & Found - Carol Florczak, Laurie Davis, & Nicole DeFusco
Next pick up will be 3/20. Leftover items will be donated.

Open Committee Positions:
Discovery,Casino Night, 6GP
Open Board Positions: (2 year committment)
2nd VP, Treasurer

If interested in Chairing any of these committees or joining the Board - please reach out to
Steph.

Important Upcoming Dates:

3/11-3/15: Book Fair
3/18: 12:30p Dismissal for Staff Professional Day
3/22: 12:30 Dismissal for Conferences
3/19 & 3/22: Parent Teacher Conferences
3/28: Talent Show
3/29: No School - Good Friday
4/3: TREPS Marketplace
4/15-4/19: Spring Break
6/6: Field Day

Funding Requirements Approved via Vote:
5 Inflatables for Field Day $3,770
New furniture for 1 3rd grade classroom to match others: $13,000

Meeting Minutes
January’s Minutes approved by Darius D & Carol F
Next RAS HSA meeting will be May 3rd @ 9am.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:16am.


